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Autism Walk & Fair Is
going virtual for 2020

By Ellen Sussman
Special to the Green Valley News

As the significance
and contagion of the
COVID-19 pandemic
emerged in March, the
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The 2020 Autism Walk and Resource Fair will be a virtual online experience

on Saturday, Sept. 26.

the National Basketball
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if Doncic, his family or his
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was sensitive to some
fabrics, he didn’t feel pain
and seemed fine when he
had a fever.

“Derek was diagnosed
with attention-deficit hy-
peractivity disorder. He
was high functioning and

that made it more challeng-
ing and harder to get help,”

— T

GreenValley

Village

The Heart of Green Valley

Get Out!

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 26, 2020

Cynthia said. “He’s very

social and very trusting, so

we have to watch him. He’ll

talk to anyone,”
Communication in chil-

dren with autism ranges

from no useful form of

communication to very ad-

vanced language abilities,

but little ability to use lan-

guage in a social manner.
Four years ago, the

Espinoza family moved

to Sahuarita from Yuma,

which Cynthia said added
yet more challenges as
they had to start anew

in Tucson and planned to
take part this past April.
“We’ve always tried to

with speech therapists, make autism a positive
doctors, therapists and thing for Derek and we’ll
organizations. take part in this new vir-
Derek is now 11 and in tual online experience,”
sixth grade at Sahuarita Cynthia pointed out.
Intermediate School, Premiere Retirement
where he does well aca- Planning and Wealth
demically. Management returns
The family had attended as the title sponsor;
three previous Autism Tucson ER & Hospital is
Walks and Resource Fairs  the presenting sponsor;
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Helping Hands Behavioral of Southern Arizona is
Therapy, Tucson Electric  that support. I am humbled

Power and Tucson and honored to announce
Federal Credit Union our newly launched part-
are gold sponsors, and nership with ASSA. Our

the Pima County School goal is to increase aware-

ness about this resource so
that families across Pima
Country can benefit from
it,” Williams said.

Superintendent’s Office of
Dustin J. Williams is the
education sponsor.

“As a parent of a child
with autism I can speak
first hand about the need
for strong community sup-
port ... the Autism Society

Contact Green Valley News free-
lance reporter Ellen Sussman
at ellen2414@cox.net.
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